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Hello shipmates, 
 
We hope this newsletter finds everyone well and not suffering too badly from winter.  Some parts of 
the US have been hit badly with snow and ice, and other parts have had tornadoes.  Here in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains of Virginia, we had a very mild December and January, but February has been cold.  
There have been a couple of ice storms, but no snow to speak of.  We spent Feb. 19-23 in Gatlinburg 
TN with Ronnie (BT1, 63-65) and Jerry Ann Holt.  They live in Alabama so Gatlinburg was a good 
midpoint to meet.  The weather was nice enough that we could even sit outside our hotel rooms on a 
porch to chat.  We probably gained a few pounds and definitely parted with some of our money there.  
Great food and great shopping! 
 
We have been working with the Seattle area Convention and Visitors Bureau about having a reunion 
in the area in October 2008.  We received several proposals from hotels.  Most were too expensive 
for our group, but there are two that are within our requested price range for rooms.  We’ve talked with 
representatives from both and they sound really good.  Kathy Barokas, wife of Morgan (RDM3, 45-46) 
will be visiting both hotels and will report back to us on what she thinks of them.  Hopefully, when the 
next newsletter goes out, we’ll have a contract. 
 
In the last newsletter, we didn’t remember who won the British Naval Compass that was donated by 
Jack London.  We have since heard from Paul Pearson (SN, 58-62) who was the winner.  We had a 
phone message while we were in Gatlinburg that Jim Shannon (BT2, 64-67) had received the ship 
model he won in the raffle.  He was very pleased with it. 
 
We’ve raffled a custom built ship’s model at each reunion.  Ticket sales were down this time, and we 
are rethinking whether or not to continue with the ship model raffles.  The models are built AFTER the 
reunion to be a replica of what the ship looked like when the winner was aboard.  Ticket price has 
been $10.00.  It was not required to attend the reunion to win.  If any of you have any strong feelings 
one way or the other about continuing to raffle ship models at future reunions, please let us know.  
Our contact information is on the last page of this newsletter. 
 
We’d like to thank all of you who have sent us your email and mailing address changes.  It helps a 
LOT!  If your email address, mailing address or phone number changes, please let us know as soon 
as possible.  Postal returns can get really expensive and there is talk of yet another postage increase.  
We want to be sure everyone receives their newsletters.  We’ve had some postal returns with no 
forwarding addresses.  We search online to try to find new addresses, but there are some people who 
no longer receive newsletters because we simply can’t find them. 
 
            Fair winds and smooth sailing! 
            Bill & Pat Siler 
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Ship History on Website 
 
Gary O’Neil (ETR3, 63-66), with help from several other shipmates, has been working on fleshing out 
the history on the website.  He has done a terrific job!  Bob Miller (MM3, 62-65), Paul Machart (YN3, 
62-65) and Tom Byrne (RM2, 60-62) have been a big help with their contributions.  Right now, the 
history is available to anyone who has internet access.  At some point, we may offer paper copies.  If 
we do that, we will charge for postage and paper.   
 
Gary has written up the following: 
 
 
 
Our History 
 
Major progress has been made on our TUCKER History.  The original posting in 2004 was a text 
document of 21 pages.  Shortly after the Beaumont reunion in 2006, the posted history had grown to 
42 pages with lots of pictures, maps and additional information.  The latest posting is even better and 
has expanded the history to 57 pages.  A new revision is in the works. 
 
We Are Not Done! 
 
We need your help!  Do you have recollections, pictures, documents, or just plain corrections that 
should be added? 
 
Get Involved! 
 
We can make the TUCKER History better than any other ship history out there. 
 
If you can contribute in any way: 
 
Email me:  goneil@new.rr.com 
 
Write me:  Gary O’Neil 
    2102 Sumac Lane 
    Appleton, WI 54915 
 
I would love to hear from you. 
 

Gary (GTO) O’Neil 
ETR3, 63-66 
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Hello Shipmates, 
 
Over the past few years I‘ve been able to collect several cruise books for the USS Henry W. Tucker. 
I’m considering undertaking the task of having them professionally scanned and put on CDs. Doing 
this would enable me to make CD copies of the cruise book available to others. 
 
To have them professionally scanned would be costly, but manageable. Copying them to CDs and 
mailed would be an additional cost.  
 
Before I start I’d be interested in finding out how many shipmates are interested in obtaining a CD of a 
particular book(s). 
 
I estimate your final cost for each CD would be in the range of $20.00 .This is based on requests for 
at least 10 CDs per book. (Final cost will be based on total participants) 
 
The CDs would more than likely be in PDF or HTML formats. 
 
Cruise Books for the USS. Henry W. Tucker range from 1953 to 1973 a total of 12 books. 
 
I’ll inform you in our next Newsletter if I’ll be undertaking this project based on your response. 
 
            Bob Miller 
            MM3, 62-65 
 
 
 
 
 
If you’re interested please send me. 
 
Your name and the year(s) you’re interested in. 
 
By E-Mail:   Millerbrothers875@hotmail.com 
 
By U.S. Mail:  Bob Miller 

3009 W. Bryn Mawr Ave. 
Chicago, IL   60659-3724 

 
 
Please understand that this is just a proposal and does not constitute an order, it’s merely a way to 
find out if this project is feasible. 
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    Additions to Crew List 
 

Bowen, Alfred M. “Cookie” 
CS3, 64-66 
 
Clavert, Arthur D. “Frenchie” 
MM3, 55-56 
 
Desouza, Louis A. 
Y3, 46 
 
Dunn, Sidney J. “Sid” 
EM3, 45-46 
 
Headrick, James C. 
RM3, 47-49 
 
Henderson, Ronald G. “Heavy” 
SN, 64-65 
 
Molina, Carlos “Mo” 
MRC, 71-73 
 

Simpson, John E. “Sim” 
BT3, 68-69 
 
Smith, Richard Lee “Rick” 
SN, 71-73 
 
Sottile, Benjamin J. “Ben” 
LT, 63-65 
 
Theriac, John E. 
HT3, 71-73 
 
Thompson, Floyd A. 
PN3, 50-53 
 
Womack, Jr., Ray B. 
BT3, 64-67 

 
Additions to Memorial List 
 
Arseneau, Alfred O. 
CSC, 66-67 
 
Brackenbury, Clarence S. 
FN, 58-60 
 
Cooper, Dewell J. 
GM3, 45-47 
 
Coulter, Dale M. 
MMC, 45-46 
 
Deluca, Nicholas M. 
TE3, 53-54 
 
Erickson, John E. 
FN, 68-71 
 
Ferrell, Blount C. “Pee Wee” 
YN3, 62-66 
 
Hughes, Marvin R. 
SMCS, 67-69 
 
Hutson, William Z. “Zid” 
BT3, 51-54 

Jackson, Noah R. 
SN1/c, 45-46 
 
Jennings, Barney M. 
SN, 51-54 
 
Kully, Sheldon D. “Shel” 
CDR, 67-69 
 
Lawson, Homer B. 
SN2/c, 49-50 
 
Mathers, Robert C. 
SN2/c, 45-46 
 
McCarter, James C. “Buck” 
SN1/c, 45-46 
 
McLin, Arthur N. 
SN1/c, 45-46 
 
Murphy, Lester E. 
PN3, 45-46 
 
Newman, Anson E. 
MM3, 55-57 
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O’Brien, Edgar T. 
CSC, 53-55 
 
Pearson, Robert 
RD3, 52-54 
 
Poarch, Wayne A. 
FN, 70-73 
 
Reese, Sheldon L. 
SN2/c, 49-50 
 
Reideler, Burley G. “Burley George” 
WT1/c, 45-52 
 
St Clair, Corel W. 
SoM2/c, 45 
 

Wadley, Donald E. 
SN1/c, 45-46 
 
Weed, William M. 
SN1/c, 49-51 
 
Westerlund, Ralph R. 
WT1/c, 45-47 
 
White, Emmitt D. 
MMFN, 50 
 
Whittleton, Norman E. 
QM1, 53-57 
 
Zupinski, Edwin E. 
MMC, 69-72 
 

 
Sick List 
 
Cardin, Bruce 
FN, 52-55 
 
Duke, Sylvia 
Widow of Louie Duke, LT, 59-60 
 
Ferrell, James 
GM2, 57-63 
Brother of Blount “Pee Wee” (see Memorial List) 
 
Miller, Elmer G. 
GM2, 50-54 
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Contact Information 
 

J.W. "Bill" Siler, Jr. BTC USNR Ret 
835 Claybanks Dr. 

Callaway, VA  24067-4524 
 

Tel:  540-483-5727 
 

Email (Bill): jwsilerbtc@earthlink.net 
Email (Pat): silerpugs@yahoo.com 

Websites 
 

http://www.hwtucker2000.com 
 

Yahoo Group 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HenryWTucker 

 

  

Baseball Caps 
 

We have baseball caps for sale.  They are 
Navy Blue with the ship's name and hull 
number in gold.  Ship profile is in white. 
 
The caps come in solid cloth or mesh 
back.  Please specify which you prefer 
when ordering. 
 
To order, send a check for $12.00 (covers 
postage) payable to: 

  
Henry W. Tucker Reunion Fund 

 
Send the check to the address at the left. 

 
 

 
 

 

USS Henry W. Tucker DD/DDR 875 

Reunion Association 
 

Mission 
 
The mission of the USS Henry W. Tucker Reunion Association is to bring 
together shipmates from the entire time the ship was in commission, 1945-
1973 as the USS Henry W. Tucker (DD and DDR 875) USN and 1973-1993 
as the Marcilio Dias (D25) of the Brazilian Navy. 
 
All shipmates of all rates and ranks and their families are considered to be 
part of the Tucker Family and all are welcome at reunions.  This includes 
widows and children of our departed shipmates. 
 
The mission is also to honor those who have gone before, our deceased 
shipmates. 

 

 
 


